Knapp v Northwestern University.520 US 1274 (1997)
Facts;
Knapp the plaintiff herein, was a basketball player in Peoria’s Woodruff High School and at that time he was among the best basketball players. And due to this, Knapp was enlisted by many Universities who were willing to offer a full scholarship as he plays the basketball for the university and among them, there was Northwestern University. Knapp made a decision to join the Northwestern with the intention of studying while playing football. And during one of the basketball matches Knapp suffered a cardiac arrest, the paramedics who were around at that particular time ensured that Knapp is revived back to life. The paramedics had to use the electric shock to make the heart of Knapp to function once again. After the cardiac attack, Knapp was later on examined by the doctors and had an implant of an internal cardioverter-defibrillator on the abdomen. The device is very important as it has a special way of ensuring the heart is back to its normal state when it fails to functions properly. The whole incidence took place at his senior year while in High School. Northwestern heard about this and we're still ready to offer the scholarship to Knapp despite the attack he had while playing basketball in High School, and Knapp ended up being admitted at Northwestern University in the year 1995. On the same year physical examination was conducted on Knapp and Dr Howard Sweeney, who happens to be a physician at Northwestern, gave his final recommendation to the basketball team stating that Knapp was not competent to play basketball, considering his health and that the arrest might end up occurring in the near future. As a result, Knapp was not allowed by Northwestern to participate in any basketball game but he would be granted all the other privileges that the basketball players had.
Knapp was not happy with the report by Dr Howard and so he filed a suit against the university at the federal district court, with the claim that the University did not act in accordance with the Rehabilitation Act. Knapp believes that he is medically fit to participate in any game as the whole incidence could have happened to anyone at the time of playing and he also believed that Northwestern was violating the Rehabilitation Act. The suit that was filed was to seek for injunctive relief. The next year Northwestern University decided to file for a motion of summary judgment
Issue,
The issue in this scenario is whether Knapp is medically eligible to take part in the basketball at Northwestern University, despite his state with the heart.
Ruling,
The federal district court ruled in favour of Knapp and thus granted the permanent injunction, while the summary judgment was denied by the court.
Rationale,
Federal district court’s decision was determined by the evidence that was presented in the sworn affidavit of Knapp and the facts from the three experts on the plaintiff’s side and Rehabilitation Act. Section 504(a) of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 caters for “otherwise qualified individuals “from cases of discrimination, the Act gives provision of equal treatment for persons with disability. The Northwestern University is seen to have violated the Rehabilitation Act. But even after the decision from Federal District Court, Northwestern goes ahead to appeal and relied on the second element of Rehabilitation Act on proving the plaintiff is disabled to participate in basketball.
 


